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Paper Repurpose
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Environmentally friendly

It is very important to have habits that will contribute to the environment in a positive
way. To set the tone for this project, students were introduced to the term “biodegradable”.
Something that is biodegradable (like paper, fruit skin, cotton clothing) can decompose and not
become harmful trash to the Earth. Objects that decompose are able to be broken down into dirt,
which is good for the Earth’s environment. Objects that are not biodegradable (like plastic and
glass) cannot decompose and it will stay on Earth as harmful trash for thousands, if not millions
of years. It is important to consider using biodegradable things in our everyday life, such as
paper bags or paper straws.
The process

This project is titled “Paper Repurpose”, which is using paper to turn it into something
else. The students turned stacks of used paper into a biodegradable pot that can be filled with
soil to house a seed and be planted directly in to the soil; this avoids having to use the traditional
plastic pots. This project required the students to firstly create pulp from the paper then crate a
mold and paste the pulp around it. The bowls took about 24hrs to dry before they could be used
for planting or any other purpose for that matter.
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We explored many objects that are
biodegradable and non-biodegradable
and created a timeline for
decomposition.
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We gathered paper for repurposing,
soaking and preparing the pulp.
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We were able to use the wet
moldable paper material to create
it into a circular pot for plants.
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After the paper dried, we carefully
removed the mold from the paper

bowls.
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