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People have produced and utilized maps as necessary tools for many years, to help them
identify, understand and navigate their way around the vast planet. To this day, we refer to maps often
while we travel or use them in schools and in our daily lives for information. Maps present information
about the world in a simple, visual way.

Through discussions and hands-on activities, the grade 1 students were introduced to
simple maps as well as the process of reading and designing a basic map. We looked at different
kinds of maps and the students learned about features on a map, like a compass rose and the map
key, which explain what the various symbols represent on a map. After gaining all this information,
the students’ first task was to map their KCFS classroom before moving on to making a special ‘map
book’, explaining all the important features of a map.

Shaping the Future

This project focused on shapes, mapping, and directional skills, however, the students were
able to be part of so many other elements of learning. These include problem solving, collaboration,
making inferences, communication and independent learning. The students had the opportunity to
showcase their skills as young explores, illustrating their ability to recognize shapes, locations and
directions.
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The map key will help us find
important landmarks, and a compass
rose shows us the 4 directions.
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We meticulously worked on all the
components of our ‘map books’.
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We looked at different map designs before
planning and creating our own.
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We used shapes to draw our KCFS
classroom map. We made sure to add
our map keys too.
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