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Living and Non-Living Things
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Characteristics of living and non-living things

We can find many things around us, from mountains and oceans to plants and animals.
The earth in which we live is made up of several things. These ‘things’ can be categorized
into two different types — Living and Non-living Things. All living things breathe, eat, grow, move,
reproduce and have senses. Non-living things do not eat, grow, breathe, move and reproduce.
They do not have senses. Living things have ‘life’, though some might not show its evident signs.
For instance, a tree would probably not react the same way a human would. It would not react
when we talk to it, and it might not be able to walk around. Though the signs of life displayed by
trees are not very observable, it does not make them non-living.
Greenhouse project

Once the students were able to differentiate between living and non-living things
through various sorting activities, they moved on to the final stage of the project. In order for
students to better understand living things and their needs, the grade one students researched,
planned, and designed a greenhouse. This project allowed students to study plants as living
things and the important role they play in our lives.
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We used a variety of media and activities, like our
‘Nature Walk’, to learn about living and non-living
things.
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We carefully designed our
greenhouse.
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Extreme focus
was on display as
we added seeds
and water to our
greenhouses.
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We shared, compared, and decorated our
greenhouses.
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