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Classifying Animals
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How are animals classified?

Scientists classify animals as they do plants on the basis of shared physical
characteristics. However as even the scientists will admit classifications change frequently and
can be consolidated into numerous groups. The grade one students were exposed to the basic
six group classification of animals, namely Mammals, Fish, Birds, Reptiles, Amphibians and
Invertebrates.

Making the connection

This project explored the classification system used to identify animals. Most children
are fascinated by animals and often have an animal that is a particular favorite, possibly even an
animal the child has never seen before. Children also like to order and sort things, and this
lesson cultivated both of these interests. The students observed different animals and identified
the main characteristics required to separate them into their groups. They ended up
understanding the connection with what makes animals different for example mammals and
reptiles and also what makes them the same, having a backbone.

Creating an animal hybrid

The activity was concluded by asking the students to plan and develop a hybrid animal;
they relied on knowledge established during earlier stages of the project to come up with a
unique animal comprised from three different animals. The students got very creative and
enjoyed creating and improving their animals digitally prior to making a paper version, with the
objective being to create a new species and classify it according to the principles of
classification.

Mg EEN ?

R %&ﬁ’f&?}%/\HE’JEE@%%’Z%@D%&E%&ﬁ“*ﬁ 7M- MEZERE %ﬂjxﬂé
e NEERKENE  NUESHAZERE - —FRBEEBERAKREHY - 2RIZHE
g 88 B ﬁ@ﬁi - MZBANESERYE -

BN IV BE B

EEEEFZLERADINDEZRG - AZSHELEHESYHRIKER - mMEEHE
BEYHEAIEE  BEEUBRZERARBNEY - EERZELEBHFADEEY - thPHEA
B84 - UREBNEREIZHEHSRABNEE - &2 - MMAEEERSY IBNEE - NHILE
MEzH/AR - BAILEHHENRE -

BliEREEY

IWEBREBLAENAE —EREHY - PAUBBRANNE - XELBE_TEALEHY
HARREREY - BELSER L BHEMESLSGE - tMEERNES - LAIEHYERHE
B - WIREBSBRAGEERE -

Otz o

Sorting animals was tricky, especially
reptiles and amphibians.
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We shared ideas and worked together
to create interesting hybrid animals.
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| selected a tiger, lion and leopard to
create a super cat as a new mammal.
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The best part was using technology to
show and make improvements to our
designs.
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