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Desert Adaptations
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Introduction

Deserts are dry, arid areas that receive very little rain. Deserts can be hot or
cold. Most hot deserts are found near the equator. As shown by various climate graphs,
plants and animals in the desert have to cope with very little water. There is also a big
variation in temperature between day and night. Many life forms have special
adaptations to cope with these changing temperatures. Students were familiarized with
the desert areas around the world and discovered the unique plants and animals living
there.
Animal Adaptation

Animals survive in deserts by living underground or resting in burrows during the
heat of the day. Some creatures get the moisture they need from their food, so they
don't need to drink much water. The grade two students were introduced to a variety of
desert animals and had to observe and study the unique features of each animal that
enabled it to live and survive in a desert.
Creating a Creature

It was fascinating to explore the adaptations that animals have developed to
ensure their survival. Students had to take five unique adaptations from any of the
desert animals introduced to them and design a creature that could live and survive in
the desert. These creatures were designed in a diagram style showing and explaining
each unique feature and its purpose.
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Creating our
B animals with

adaptations.
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Discovering the three different deserts and their
inhabitants.
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Researching
desert animals and
their adaptations.
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Changes were made as we
discovered better animal
combinations.
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