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“ Panda volunteers in Ya'an
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Today is the second day we arrived in Sichuan. After breakfast,
the students came to the hotel lobby at 9 a.m. on time with
their luggage and went to Ya'an where the giant panda
protection base is located.
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At 12:00, we arrived at the hotel near the base of Ya'an. After
lunch, all the students changed into light and warm clothes
because Ya'an is located in the mountains and the panda base
will be visited in the afternoon.
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The students visited the Ya'an Bifengxia Panda Base in the afternoon.
After listening to the introduction of their daily work by the base's
teacher, the students carefully recorded the duties that the volunteers
needed to complete each day. The duties are mainly divided into
three fields: cleaning, preparing food and making panda cake.
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The base's teacher shared some precautions and stories about
security. The students carefully read the security agreement and
signed it.
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At 3 o'clock in the afternoon, the students received volunteer
clothes and work cards from the base's staff.
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Then the students have an hour to visit the Panda Base freely.
The free-range area, nursery and returnees park of the giant
panda in the base are open to tourists, volunteers and
researchers. The students began to understand the panda'’s
habits and feeding methods during the visit. Although the
weather is very cold, also can't restrain the students excited
mood.
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During the reflection at night, students said

that they used to think that feeding a giant | /" /I
panda to eat bamboo isjust to hand the < |
bamboo to the panda. But in fact, it is
necessary to slap the collected bamboo to %
crack, and then put it in the free-range area ~“£ 21"
for the panda to eat by himself. This method .
protects the teeth of giant pandas and 2
makes everyone realize that the base's
teacher are very careful in taking care of the

pandas.
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Today we came to Ya'an panda protection base. After packing
and having lunch, we entered the base officially. First, a staff
member of the base introduced to us our next volunteer task
and some matters needing attention. Then we went to get our
work clothes, gloves and work cards. We moved freely. There is
a panda lying on its back, stomach up and down, they slept
sweetly. After returning to the hotel, I began to look forward to
the interaction with the pandas tomorrow. I hope I can do my
best.
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To be continued
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