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Ant Colony

Life Cycle e

There are very few creatures that can compete with the work ethic of ants, if any.
Considering their size and lifespan, ants are relentless in their pursuit of colony survival. During
the first week of the project, each class had the opportunity to study the life cycle of an ant. This
was to ensure that students developed an understanding of an ant's short lifespan and any dangers
they face in the outside world.

Living with a purpose

During the planning phase, students focused on how they would establish an ant colony
and what type of ants they would find. They studied different ant nest forms from different parts of
the world and predicted which of the more than 16,000 species they would find when they went
outside. Once we agreed on which ant species it might be, we set about planning the ant farm by
gathering materials and building the perfect nest.

Establishing a Colony

Ants can take up to three days to build a suitable network of underground tunnels up to
2 meters long. During this time, they frantically created areas for food, eggs, larvae, and the queen.
During the construction phase, we collected the ants and placed them in the environment created

for them. While observing the ants, we took time to learn about the different tasks each ant has to We gathered everything we need Once we completed the colony,
perform. It did not take long for the ants to get to work in their new home. The final task was to to create a suitable habitat for the we looked at how we could further
come up with ways to improve the nest. We all agreed that it needed to be much larger to ants. improve it to ensure its success.
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