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How Does Your Garden Grow Read More
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Vegetable Gardens

Grade 1 students enjoyed a creative, hands-on project inspired by the story Muncha,
Muncha, Muncha! After discussing the tale of a farmer protecting his garden from hungry rabbits,
students imagined their own vegetable gardens and brought them to life using colorful clay. The
activity encouraged students to think about what plants need to grow and how gardeners care for
crops while facing challenges. Each clay garden reflected the students’ creativity and unique
ideas.
Design, Build and Improve

The project’s main focus was engineering a structure to keep the rabbits out. Students
explored how to use materials such as cardboard, craft sticks, and toothpicks to design and
construct fences sturdy enough to keep out the hungry rabbits. They worked individually to
create a fence that fit around their clay garden, experimenting with how to connect the materials
securely. Once their fences were built, they tested their designs by imagining or role-playing how
rabbits might attempt to sneak through, climb over, or knock them down. Based on the results,
students evaluated their designs and made improvements to strengthen weak spots or adjust the
structure. This iterative process encouraged critical thinking, creativity, and resilience, teaching
students the value of learning through trial and error while integrating storytelling, art, and
engineering in a meaningful way.
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After listening to the story, we brought We explored a variety of materials
our ideas to life by planning and before planning the designs for our
sculpting our own vegetable gardens out fences.
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We shared ideas and worked to make
our fences stronger and better.
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We focused to construct our fences
securely and sturdily.
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