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Classifying Animals

How are animals classified?

Scientists have grouped animals into classes to make it easier to study them. Animals
can be divided into groups or ‘classified’ by looking at the similarities and differences between
them. Animals are divided into two main groups. Animals that have a backbone are called
vertebrates. Animals that don't have a backbone are called invertebrates. Vertebrates and
invertebrates are divided into smaller groups. Vertebrates, for example, are divided into fish,
amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals. And these are the groups that the students studied in
this project.

Making the connection

This project explored the classification system used to identify animals. Most children are
fascinated by animals and often have an animal that is a particular favorite, possibly even an
animal the child has never seen before. Children also like to order and sort things, and this lesson
cultivated both of these interests. The students observed different animals and identified the main
characteristics required to separate them into their groups. They ended up understanding the
connection with what makes animals different for example mammals and reptiles, and also what
makes them the same.

Creating an animal hybrid

The activity was concluded by asking the students to plan and develop a hybrid animal;
they relied on knowledge established during earlier stages of the project to come up with a unique
animal comprised from three different animals. The students got very creative and enjoyed creating
and improving their animals digitally prior to making a paper version, with the objective being to
create a new species and classify it according to the principles of classification.
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Sorting animals was tricky, especially
reptiles and amphibians.
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We used our creativity to create our
hybrid animals.
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We shared ideas and worked together
to create interesting hybrid animals.
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The best part was using technology to
show and make improvements to our
designs.
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