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Does it rain where you live? How often does it rain? How much does it rain? These are
all questions that all of us have asked at some point in time. Our third graders have done a
project to answer these questions, especially the last one — How much rain falls in our area in a
given amount of time?

The students learned about measuring weather and the use of weather instruments
through hands-on learning. They began with a lab to identify wind direction. The topic culminated
with a challenge where the students had to build and test rain gauges. They then reflected on
ways to improve their rain gauges, based on the results of their testing.

Through investigation, the students learned about the effect of pollution on our water
resources. By applying their knowledge, they learned how to predict when it will rain and why
Water Resource Engineers play such an important role in our communities.
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How can we measure the rainfall?
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We tried different plastic containers to
make our rain gauges.
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Sketching our rain gauge prototypes.
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We measured the rain we collected
during a given amount of time, recorded
the quantity, and shared it with our
classmates.
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