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Creating a Greener Cleaner
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Inquiries

Students looked at regular household cleaners and read the labels. They
determined that these cleaners were toxic and could pollute our waterways. Students
look at how pollution affects living organisms for next the inquiry. In teams, students
proceeded to test one of five environmentally friendly ingredients to see how well they
could clean a carpet. The groups created charts and graphs to share with each other.
Planning and Creating

Grade four determined our current cleaners can be detrimental to our water
and that there are other possible “greener alternatives”. The teams gathered the
information from their inquiries and planned a recipe to make a “Greener Cleaner”. The
students discussed what ingredients they wanted to include and how much.
Testing and Improvements

The team members followed their recipes and mixed the ingredients and
conducted three tests. They gave a score on their cleaner from 1 to 4 with one being
the cleanest. Afterwards, the students went back and created a second recipe. The
teams displayed the data into a graph and reflected on their recipe’s success in their
reports.
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We saw how pollution can inhibit the
growth of organisms and its effects on our
rivers. We also investigated labels on
regular cleaners to see if they might be
harmful!
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We created a recipe for the
“Greener Cleaner”.
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The teams made and tested the recipes
and recorded the data.
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We shared the results and
discussed what we could have done
to make our recipe better.
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The groups made improvements by
trying different mixtures and
volumes to create the best cleaner.
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