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Mapping It

People have produced and utilized maps as necessary tools for many years, to help them
identify, understand and navigate their way around our vast planet. To this day, we refer to maps often
while we travel or use them in schools and in our daily lives for information. Maps present information
about the world in a simple, visual way.

Through discussions and hands-on activities, the grade 1 students were introduced to simple
maps as well as the process of reading and designing a basic map. Students looked at different kinds
of maps and learned about the features, like a compass rose and the map key, which explain what
the various symbols represent on a map.

Shaping the Future

After gaining knowledge about maps, symbols, and directions, the students were tasked
with creating their own 3D map of a neighborhood. They applied what they had learned about the
compass rose, map keys, and spatial relationships, folding and shaping paper to represent
buildings, roads, and landmarks in their neighborhood. Each map was uniquely designed,
allowing students to express creativity while reinforcing their understanding of how different
features and symbols come together to form a map. This project integrated art, math, and
geography, fostering independence, spatial awareness, and problem-solving skills as students
brought their maps to life and demonstrated their ability to read and create meaningful, detailed
maps.
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The map key will help us find
important landmarks, and a compass
rose shows us the 4 directions.
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We selected places and landmarks and

then planned where they will go on the map
before creating our own community maps.
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We looked at different map designs
and elements before planning and
creating our own.
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It was interesting comparing all the
different designs of the community
maps and sharing ideas on how to
improve them.
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https://sites.google.com/kcis.hc.edu.tw/kcfs/2025-2026-fall-semester?authuser=0




