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Living and Non-Living things
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Characteristics of living and non-living things

We can find many things around us, from mountains and oceans to plants and animals.
The earth in which we live is made up of several things. These “things” can be categorized into
two different types — Living and Non-living Things. Living things have “life,” though some might
not show its evident signs. For instance, a tree would probably not react the same way a human
would. It would not react when we hit it, and it might not be able to walk around. Though the
signs of life displayed by them are not very observable, it does not make them non-living.

Greenhouse project

Together the first graders looked at the important characteristics of living and non-living
things and the difference between the two. The students were tasked to sort picture cards into
three categories, living things, non-living things and the needs of living things. As a project to
better understand living things and their needs the grade ones researched, planned and
designed a greenhouse. This project allowed students to study plants as living things and the
important role they play for all living things. In addition important lessons on quantity,
measurements and volume were reinforced.
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Groups working together, sorting
cards of living and non-living
things.
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We used our tools and material in designing a
greenhouse for our plants.
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Plants need water, air, nutrients and sunlight. We
helped each other to make our greenhouses.
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Together we decorated and assembled the
greenhouses, ready for the seeds to grow into
mature plants.
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