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The Power of Magnets

A magnet is a material or object that produces a magnetic field. This magnetic
field is invisible but is responsible for the most notable property of a magnet: a force
that pulls on other ferromagnetic materials, such as iron, and attracts or repels other
magnets.
Attract and Repel

Students had the opportunity to investigate and draw conclusions about what
magnets can do or can’t do. During the first two stages of the project, they used
magnets of different strengths to learn about and understand key concepts such as
attract and repel. Students came up with creative ideas on how to test the strength of a
magnet by placing objects in a jar filled with water and using a magnet to move the
objects in the jar. One of the most exciting activities was using the magnets to repel
each other causing magnets to levitate.
Magnetic Tool

It is important to ensure that through all these activities students were able to
hit certain goals and objectives. One of those goals and objectives was to predict which
magnets were the strongest. This was enabled through the main activity when they
were asked to create a tool that could collect as many metal objects at one time as
possible. Students went back and forth trying and testing different magnets to see
which ones gave them the best results.
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A racetrack helped
us explore the
concepts of
attracting and
repelling.
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We tested magnet strength through
objects and substances.
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Creating and testing different magnetic tools
is fun.
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We combined various materials to
improve our tools.
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